




NJBIA 2018 Awards of Excellence Nomination Form 
Nominee: Delta Dental of New Jersey, Inc. 
Category: Community Service 
 
Community Service: 

1. Describe the company, the type of business and its principal products or services. If the 
nominee is a manufacturer, describe the manufacturing process as well.  
 
Delta Dental of New Jersey, Inc. (DDNJ) is New Jersey’s leading dental benefits company and a 
not-for-profit service corporation, providing or administering coverage to more than 1.7 million 
people through contracts with groups in New Jersey and Connecticut. The mission of DDNJ and 
its subsidiaries is to promote oral health to the greatest number of people by providing 
accessible dental benefit programs of the highest quality, service and value.  
 
Since its founding in 1986, the DDNJ Foundation, the philanthropic arm of DDNJ, has awarded 
more than $17.7 million in grants. The grants have been used to support dental education 
programs for children, funded scholarships for students pursuing a career in the dental field and 
created access to dental care for underserved and uninsured populations. Committed to 
enabling healthier communities, the Foundation also supports various local events and 
programs that promote the importance of good oral health and its vital role in overall wellbeing. 

 
2. Describe the community service activity or activities that you wish to have considered for this 

award, including the actual work that the nominee completed, including and use of company 
staff resources.  
 
Veterans: Recognizing the unmet dental care needs of New Jersey’s veteran population, DDNJ 
played an integral role in the planning, execution and sponsorship of the state’s first-ever 
Mission of Mercy - Smiles for Our Heroes event (Nov. 11-12, 2017). During the two-day event, 
DDNJ partnered with Zufall Health to provide free dental care to more than 200 veterans from 
North and Central New Jersey. Patients were treated in seven treatment rooms at Zufall Health’s 
Dover Dental Center and in the Zufall Delta Dental Mobile, a fully equipped dental office on 
wheels. With the help of the New Jersey Dental Association, New Jersey Dental Hygienists' 
Association, and New Jersey Dental Assistants' Association, DDNJ helped bring together 140 
volunteer dental professionals and support staff to provide services ranging from cleanings and 
x-rays to root canals, extractions and even dentures. Both current and retired DDNJ employees, 
including board members, volunteered their time and services at the event. In March 2018, the 
DDNJ Foundation was recognized for its corporate philanthropy at the Commerce and Industry 
Association of New Jersey’s (CIANJ) fifth annual Companies that Care Awards. 

 
Children: With February being National Children’s Dental Health Month, DDNJ took the 
opportunity to educate children on the importance of good oral health habits. In 2017, DDNJ 
awarded Bloomfield-based KinderSmile Foundation, a local organization dedicated to educating 
and providing underserved children with access to dental care in Essex County, with a $75,000 
grant to support its new Community Oral Health Center. This Oral Health Center served as the 
backdrop for the KinderSmile Foundation’s week-long series of events, kicking off “Give Kids a 
Smile” Day on February 2, 2018. During these events, an estimated 200 children from preschool 
and daycare Head Start programs were taken to KinderSmile’s Community Oral Health Center by 



bus to receive free dental services and education (provided by volunteer dentists and 
hygienists), participate in arts and crafts, and enjoy a nutritious lunch. 
 
DDNJ observed National Children’s Dental Health Month by hosting a Children’s Dental Health 
Awareness Day event with the Rutgers School of Dental Medicine and Hudson County Dental 
Society at Jersey City’s Liberty Science Center on February 25, 2018. The oral-health themed, 
carnival-style event drew more than 2,500 and was designed for children to learn all about their 
teeth and what they need to do to keep them healthy. DDNJ employees staffed the numerous 
exhibits and game stations. 
 
Special Olympics of New Jersey (SONJ): DDNJ also lends support to Special Olympics New Jersey 
(SONJ), a nonprofit organization that provides sports training and athletic competition to 
children and adults with intellectual disabilities, by hosting an annual Golf Classic and serving as 
a sponsor at SONJ’s Winter Games. The Golf Classic is a fundraising event, with 2018 marking its 
28th year, that enables 2,500 athletes to compete at SONJ’s Summer Games by covering the cost 
of equipment, uniforms, meals and housing. SONJ athletes also attend and participate in the 
Golf Classic. The 2018 Golf Classic was held on May 16 and raised a record-breaking $70,000 for 
SONJ, bringing the total raised by this annual event since 1990 to more than $1.23 million. Funds 
are raised by sponsors, DDNJ’s employees, golfers and raffles. 

 
3. Describe the people, organizations and/or communities that benefited from those activities 

and how they benefited. 
 
“Try and leave the world a little better than you found it” sums up DDNJ and its Foundation’s 
commitment to provide dental care and education to the underserved and uninsured who need 
it most crucially. In 2017, the DDNJ Foundation enabled dental care for nearly 10,000 children, 
senior citizens and developmentally disabled individuals. An intrinsic desire to give back to the 
community is shared by DDNJ employees who spent 1,080 hours actively engaging in various 
volunteer activities in 2016 and 2017, such as food and clothing drives, building homes, and 
walking to fight against oral and breast cancer. 

 


